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WE BRING THE VALLEY TO YOU

L’Ecole No. 41 wins statewide business award

By the Walla Walla Union-Bulletin

L’Ecole No 41, the Walla Walla
area winery that celebrates its
35th anniversary this year in
a span that has touched three
generations, has been named
the Family Business of the Year
among small firms by Seattle
Business magazine.

The Lowden winery was one of
11 companies honored for excel-
lence in a ceremony in Seattle on
Tuesday night.

The recognition for one of the
Valley’s most decorated winer-
ies is particularly meaningful
because it reflects the values
of founders Jean and Baker
Ferguson, their son-in-law
and L'Ecole’s Managing Wine-
maker Marty Clubb said in the
announcement.

“Jean and Baker started
L’Ecole in their retirement years
and brought their lifelong com-
mitment to family, community
service and relationships built
on reliability, integrity, and au-
thenticity,” Clubb said in a pre-
pared statement. “These guiding
principles, along with a com-
mitment to excellence in grape
growing and winemaking, have
been L'Ecole’s pathway to success
since the beginning.”

Award recipients were selected
by a panel of nine judges who re-
viewed applications from family-
owned and operated businesses
across the state, an announce-
ment said.

The small-firm category that
includes L’Ecole is defined as
having 50 or fewer employees.

Among large firms of more

than 200 employees, Scharmach
Enterprises of Fife was the Gold
winner.

Tacoma-based Sprague Pest
Solutions was the winner in the
midsize category of 50 to 200
employees.

The awards recognize innova-
tion, growth and business trans-
formation — all qualities needed
in longevity.

L’Ecole has established itself as
one of the Northwest’s most rec-
ognized wineries — inclusion 14
times on Wine & Spirit’s Top 100
Wineries of the Year; Decanter
World Wine Awards’ Best Bor-
deaux Blend in the World over
£15 in 2014, and USA Today’s
2018 Reader’s Choice among
the Top 10 tasting rooms in the
country.

But the story of its journey

there is equally noteworthy.

In 1983, founders Jean and
Baker Ferguson remodeled the
1915 two-room schoolhouse of
School District 41 into the winery
that today draws about 30,000
visitors a year to Lowden.

Six years after its start, the Fer-
gusons’ daughter Megan Clubb
and her husband, Marty, took
over the business.

L’Ecole was the third bonded
winery in Walla Walla and the
20th in the state in what were the
early days of the industry.

Today, the announcement de-
tailed, there are more than 120
wineries in Walla Walla and
more than 950 in the state.

“Jean and Baker were early
visionaries who believed in the
potential of Washington wines,”
Clubb said.

The values that grew the busi-
ness through its investment in
Walla Walla Valley estate vine-
yards and a respected brand
known for quality and consis-
tency also folded in the Clubbs’
two children, Riley and Rebecca.

Both have worked in a number
of roles at the winery, including
grape growing, winemaking,
marketing and sales. Although
they pursue careers outside of
the wine industry, they continue
to serve on L'Ecole’s board of
directors with their parents and
help direct the business whose
wine sales span 20 countries and
just about every state in the U.S.

Full coverage of the win-
ners are in December’s Seattle
Business.



