
 

 

2016 Merlot  
Columbia Valley 

 

 

92 points, James Suckling, www.jamessuckling.com,  

February 2019 

“This merlot is fragrant and very lively, the herbal freshness, crisp 
tannins and bright acidity making it very food friendly. Good length, 
too. Drink or hold.” – James Suckling 

 
92 points – The Cork Report, www.thecorkreport.us 

October 2019 

“The reticent nose offers an array of red and blue fruit, baking spice, 
vanilla and hot cocoa. It’s full bodied on the palate as the tannins are 
fine grained, dense and mouth coating. The acid is bright and juicy. It 
boasts an engaging texture. The flavors include blueberry, strawberry, 
plum, boysenberry, cinnamon, cassis, black currant and graphite. The 
more serious of the two L’Ecole merlots, it offers some upside with 
three to five years of aging.” – Aaron Meneberg 

 
90 points, Jeb Dunnuck, www.JebDunnuck.com,  

April 2019 

“The 2016 Merlot checks in as a blend of 78% Merlot, 16% 
Cabernet Franc, and 3% each of Malbec and Petit Verdot. It's a 
charmer from this team that has loads of fruit and richness as well as 
balance, and offers lovely dark fruits and leafy herb aromas and 
flavors. With no hard edges and a great finish, it's a smoking value to 
drink over the coming 7-8 years.” – Jeb Dunnuck 
 

90 points – Wine & Spirits, www.wineandspirits.com 

June 2019 

“Toasty and plummy, this is impressive in its lean, angular texture, 
gliding with sleek elegance before finishing with firm tannins and a 
mild tobacco-leaf note.” – Patrick J. Comiskey 

 
18.5/20 points – Rand Sealey’s Review of Washington Wines, 

www.reviewofwashingtonwines.com 
November 2019 

“This is a fine example of what a “value” Merlot can be. Comprised 
of 78% Merlot, 16% Cabernet Franc, 3% Malbec and 3% Petit 
Verdot, it offers a ruby-crimson color and attractive aromas of 
raspberry, black cherry and plum with scents of red roses, tobacco leaf 
and violets. The medium full-bodied flavors are comprised of bright red 
fruits that are intermingled with licorice, cocoa, French roast and 
minerals. On the back, the wine turns chewy textured, with notes of 
macerated berries, roasted nuts and mocha, followed by a grainy yet 
smooth moderate tannin finish.” – Rand Sealey 
 

 

 

 
 

Outstanding! – Tri-City Herald, ‘Wine of the Week’  
www.tri-cityherald.com 
October 9, 2019 

“For those familiar with some of the vineyards in the Columbia 
Valley, the continued success of Marty Clubb and Mike Sharon with 
this Merlot comes as no surprise. They pull from acclaimed L’Ecole 
estate plantings Seven Hills and Ferguson in the Walla Walla 
Valley, as well as nearby Pepper Bridge, Sagemoor sites Bacchus, 
Dionysus and Weinbau, historic Klipsun Vineyard on Red Mountain 
and nearby Candy Mountain Vineyard. Careful blending with the 
Merlot (78 percent) brought in sophistication of Cabernet Franc (16 
percent) as well as juicy Malbec and structure-building Petit Verdot. 
This latest release opens with a classic, lifted nose full of cherry and 
blackberry fruit, blood orange and a touch of wood toast. The palate is 
compelling, continuing with juicy red and black fruit, citrus and robust 
tannins that last and last. Last week, it came as no surprise that for 
the second straight year the L’Ecole Columbia Valley Merlot earned 
a gold medal at the Great Northwest Invitational Wine Competition 
in Hood River, Ore., a judging staged at the historic Columbia Gorge 
Hotel on behalf of some of the region’s top wine buyers.” – Great 
Northwest Wine 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Medals & Competitions 
 
 

Gold – Great Northwest Invitational Wine Competition, 2019 

 

Silver – Sunset International Wine Competition, 2019 

 

Silver – Rodeo Uncorked, 2020 

 

Silver – The Jefferson Cup Invitational Wine Competition 2019 

 

Judges’ Picks – SIP Magazine Best of the Northwest, 2019 

 
 
 


